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Letter of Transmittal

July 2009

His Honour
The Honourable Dr. Gordon L. Barnhart
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Saskatchewan

May it please Your Honour:

As the Minister of Saskatchewan Agriculture, it is my pleasure to submit 
the annual report for the Irrigation Crop Diversification Corporation of 
Saskatchewan for the year ending March 31, 2009.

Respectfully submitted,

Bob Bjornerud
Minister of Agriculture

June 2009

The Honourable Bob Bjornerud
Minister of Agriculture

Sir:

I wish to present to you the annual report of the Irrigation Crop 
Diversifi cation Corporation for the twelve months ending March 31, 2009.
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The objects and purposes of ICDC are:

• to research and demonstrate to producers and irrigation districts profi table agronomic practices for 
irrigated crops;

• to develop or assist in developing varieties of crops suitable for irrigated conditions;

• to provide land, facilities and technical support to researchers to conduct research into irrigation 
technology, cropping systems and soil and water conservation measures under irrigation and to 
provide information respecting that research to district consumers, irrigation districts and the public;

• to co-operate with the Minister in promoting and developing sustainable irrigation in Saskatchewan.

Objects and Purposes of ICDC – The Irrigation Act, 1996
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Board of Directors

  The following served as directors of ICDC in 2008:

The four development areas are: Northern (NDA), South Western (SWDA), South Eastern (SEDA) and 
Lake Diefenbaker (LDDA) as defi ned in ICDC’s bylaws.

ICDC directors are elected by district delegates to the annual meeting. Each irrigation district is entitled to 
send one ICDC delegate per 5,000 irrigated acres or part thereof. Two directors are elected from LDDA, 
two from SWDA and one each from NDA and SEDA. Non-district irrigators elect one representative. 

The Saskatchewan Irrigation Projects Association (SIPA) and Saskatchewan Agriculture (SA) appoint two 
directors each to the ICDC board. The ICDC board must, by law, have irrigators in the majority.

Name Position Irrigation District
Development 
Area 
Represented

Election Year        
(#terms)

Rick Swenson Chairman Baildon ID SEDA ’09 (2)
Randy Bergstrom Vice Chair Luck Lake ID LDDA ’10 (2)
Rob Oldhaver Director Miry Creek ID SWDA ’08 (1)
Kevin Plummer Director Moon Lake ID NDA ’09 (2)
Paul Heglund Director Vidora ID SWDA ’10 (2)
Francis Kinzie Director Pike Lake Non-District ’09 (2)
Neil Stranden Director SSRID LDDA ’08 (1)
Kelvin Bagshaw Director Luck Lake ID SIPA rep. app.
Larry Lee Alt. Vice Chair Macrorie ID SIPA rep. app.
John Babcock Director SA rep. OC
Abdul Jalil Director SA rep. OC
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Irrigation Crop Diversifi cation Corporation projects in 2008-09 included:

 Field Crops – demonstrations on wheat for ethanol production, fungicide usage, dry bean 
agronomy and varieties and research on crop variety selections for irrigation;

 Forage Crops –  demonstrations on corn varieties and agronomy,  forage varieties, forage fertility 
products and forage variety research  trials;

 Ultra Value Crops – strawberry crown commercialization project and sour cherry mulch 
evaluations;            

 Water Management – irrigation scheduling on cereals, oilseeds, dry beans, potatoes, forages, 
corn and trees, related to an Agro-Forestry project and demonstrated the Alberta Irrigation 
Management Model (AIMM) 

 South West Irrigation Development Area - crop survey and research and demonstration needs 
assessment; and

 Technology Transfer – Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture staff working with the Irrigation Crop 
Diversifi cation Corporation participated in and provided a number of industry fi eld days in 2008.  
Staff provided a Trickle Irrigation Workshop and also developed presentations and contributed to 
publications in order to promote irrigation technology advances.

More detailed information on ICDC projects is available at www.irrigationsaskatchewan.com.
 

2008-09 Highlights
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